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Strasbourg, 6 July 2005 -- The European Parliament today decided by a large majority (736
members, 680 votes, 645 yes, 14 No, 18 abstentions) to reject the directive "on the patentability
of computer implemented inventions", also known as the software patent directive. This
rejection was the logical answer to the Commission's refusal to restart the legislative process in
February and the Council's reluctance to take the will of the European Parliament and national
parliaments into account. The FFII congratulates the European Parliament on its clear "No" to
bad legislative proposals and procedures.

This is a great victory for those who have campaigned to ensure that European innovation and
competitiveness is protected from monopolisation of software functionalities and business
methods. It marks the end of an attempt by the European Commission and governmental patent
officials to impose detrimental and legally questionable practises of the European Patent Office
(EPO) on the member states. However, the problems created by these practises remain
unsolved. FFII believes that the Parliament's work, in particular the 21 cross-party compromise
amendments, can provide a good basis on which future solutions, both at the national and
European level, can build.
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